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Copypasta tweets
WHAT
In a bid to halt 'copypasta', the
microblogging site, Twitter has
decided to hide the tweets that
contain texts that has been
copied and pasted without any
modifications from the source
text. In the internet world, copy-
pasta is used for the text that
has been copied, pasted, and
tweeted by multiple accounts at
the same time.

WHYCopypasta
is used by

the supporters of a party, or a

movement to share the same
piece of information via several
accounts. Experts say, copypasta
tweets are commonly-used for
spamming purposes, using thou-
sands of fake accounts.
Copypasta goes viral, when thou-
sands of tweets with the same
hashtags are posted on the site
at the same time, which then
starts trending on the social
media, creating an impression
among the public that many peo-
ple are talking about a particular
issue. This technique is often
utilised by groups of people to
defame a particular individual or
an organisation. 

HOW TWITTER
PLANS TO
STOP IT

1According to
Twitter, the
copypasta

tweets will be hidden
from the general
public, once it
comes to the notice
of the Twitter 
officials

2Copypasta tweets will not
appear on the Twitter feeds of
the people 

3The move comes in the wake
of Twitter's recent efforts to
curb the spread of fake news,

ahead of the November 3, 2020, US
Presidential Election

4Recently, Twitter had added
another feature to their
mobile app, which would

allow the users to lock their
tweets, so that no other user
can copy their tweet. Earlier, the
company had also launched the
'Retweet with quote' feature on
their mobile app

The Supreme Court has sought response from the Centre and the states on
a PIL, saying the closure of schools due to the pandemic has violated the
children's fundamental right to education. The petition says that online
classes are unlikely to help, given the rich-poor divide, and the poor's
access to the digital tools and connectivity...

1 According to a report by the
UNICEF, in India, over 15 lakh
schools have been closed

due to the pandemic, affect-
ing 286 million children
(49% are girls). This
adds to the six mil-
lion, who were
already out of schools

2 Just 24% of 
the Indian
households

have internet
connections to
access e-edu-
cation, and
there is a
large rural-
urban and gender
divide, it says

3 The learning gap is likely to
widen, as children from eco-
nomically-disadvantaged fami-

lies cannot access remote learning,
the report warned

4 The report also
stated that many
may also not be

able to learn remotely
due to competing factors
at home, including pres-

sure to do the chores, being
forced to work, a
poor environment
for learning, and
lack of support in
using the online
or broadcast cur-
riculum

SCHOOLS, COLLEGES TO REMAIN SHUT: MHA

Are we denying our students the
RIGHT TO EDUCATION?

Share your views at
toinie175@gmail.com

A REALITY CHECK

Share your views at toinie175@gmail.com

PM pitches for taking
farm education to
middle school level

P rime Minister 
Narendra Modi
has pitched

for taking farm educa-
tion to the middle
school level, saying
necessary reforms
have been made in
this regard in the
National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020.

PM'S VISION
This will develop agriculture-related
understanding among the students
and enable them to give information
about agriculture, its modern farming
techniques, and marketing to their
family members, he said, adding that
this will promote aaggrroo-eennttrreepprreenneeuurrsshhiipp
iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy..

The NEP approved by the
Union Cabinet last month
replaces the 34-year-old
National Policy on Education,
and is aimed at paving the
way for transformational
reforms in schools and high-
er education systems to
make India a global knowl-
edge superpower

SMART-TRACKER UNIFORM: THE 
CHILDREN'S 'BODYGUARD'

Amid the rising cases of kid-
napping of children, three B
Tech students of Ashoka In-

stitute of Varanasi have created a
smart-tracker uniformto locate the
missing children.  According to Aar-
ti Yadav, Pooja and Sangeeta, who
have come out with this novel inno-
vation, the uniform is equipped with
a nano-GPS technology, which in turn
will help in keeping the parents in-
formed about their kids’location.

As soon as the child comes out of
the house, this device connected to
a phone, will inform the parents
about their ward’s whereabouts. Its
range is unlimited, and will be able
to track the child even from a dis-
tance of a few kilometres
 A GPS and a SIM card, installed
in the kid’s uniform, will lead to the
correct location of the child
 If a child is kidnapped, the police
can nab the kidnappers with the

help of a bar code
Moreover, by applying the bar
code, the complete profile of the
child would be known, which in
turn, will help the rescuers to send
the child home safely 
 Equipped with a battery, which
can function for six or seven hours,
the device, concealed in the pants,
has a transmitter and a buzzer as
well  It will cost around `1,000
approx, and act as a child's
bodyguard

CLICK
HERE FOR
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CIRCUS BACK IN ACTION

No more yearn-
ing for the
good old days

of the exciting, tradi-
tional, family circus
outing. Funnily-
dressed clowns, tra-
peze artistes doing
their jaw-dropping acts
in mid-air or stunt-men showing off their dare-devil tricks —
all a dying breed in India — will now come alive on your liv-
ing room television sets in an online 'avatar'.  In what is billed
as a global first, India's only surviving troupe, Rambo Circus,
will launch a ticketed-show in a digital format, which will be
shown live at specific hours for the audiences from the friend-
ly neighbourhood to the global arena.

 The first specially-designed ticketed performance will go
online from Sept 26 to Oct 6 Named, 'Life Is A Circus', it
will be an ode to the great showmanship of mesmerising
acrobatic stunts, trapeze acts, and clownish laughter, prom-
ising 'clean fun and complete family enjoyment'

The theatrical release of the action-com-
edy, 'The King's Man' has been pushed
back to next year, reported Variety. A

prequel in the 'Kingsman' spy series, the flick
was expected to hit the theatres on Septem-
ber 18, 2020, and will now be unveiled five
months later on February 26, 2021. The release
date of the movie has been postponed sever-
al times earlier.

Disney pushes theatrical release
of 'The King's Man' to 2021

 The film, original-
ly set up at the
20th Century Fox,
serves as an origin
story for the pri-
vate British intelli-
gence service that's

portrayed in 2014
released, 'Kingsman: The
Secret Service' and
2017's, 'Kingsman: The
Golden Circle'
 The prequel, set in the
early 1900s, depicts his-
torical tyrants and crimi-
nal masterminds as they
devise a war that could
wipe out millions

MOVIES

FACTOIDFACTOID
Price of a lock of former US president,

Abraham Lincoln's hair, wrapped in a
bloodstained telegram about his 1865

assassination, which is likely to fetch at
an auction. Measuring roughly 2 inches-

long, the bushy lock of hair was removed
during Lincoln's postmortem examination,

after he was fatally shot at the Ford's
Theatre in Washington, DC, by John

Wilkes Booth

$75,000 The dream of a flying car could soon be a reality as Japan's SkyDrive Inc has successfully conducted a test flight with
one person aboard. What looks like a motorcycle with propellers, the contraption lifts in the air several feet off the
ground, and hovers in the air for sometime. The machine, as of now, flies for just a few minutes, but if that were to

improve, then this might be a major headway, and could then be exported to other markets as well...

FEATURES
The aircraft has one seat and
operates with eight motors and
two propellers on each corner.
It lifts about 10 feet into the
air. It is operated by a pilot,
the company said

CHALLENGES
 Apart from safety issues, the project faces many
challenges, like battery sizes, air traffic control, and
infrastructural hurdles 
 The other challenge is design: The vehicles should
be powerful enough to carry any necessary weight,
yet quiet enough to fly at undetermined low altitudes

FUTURE CARS

FLYING CAR MAY 
SOON BE A REALITY

NOW, RAMBO CIRCUS TO PITCH
TENT ONLINE, IN YOUR HOME!

HOW IT WORKS

Former President
Pranab Mukherjee
PASSES AWAY 

F
ormer President and
Congress stalwart,
Pranab Mukherjee has
passed away, after

undergoing treatment for nearly
three weeks.  In a career spanning
five decades, Pranab Mukherjee
donned many hats, from being an
election campaign manager to
becoming the President of India.
Here is a look at his political jour-
ney over the years...

Born on December 11, 1935,
in Mirati, a village in the
Bengal Presidency of British
India, Pranab Mukherjee, fond-
ly called as Pranab Da, worked
as an upper-division clerk, an
assistant professor of political
science, and a journalist,
before joining politics.

 He joined politics in 1969,
when he organised the by-
election campaign of VK
Krishna Menon, who was con-
testing as an independent can-
didate from Midnapore.
Impressed by Mukherjee's
skills, the then Prime Minister,
Indira Gandhi, recruited him in
the Congress party, and the
same year, he became a mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha. 

Mukherjee had a meteoric
rise in the Congress party. By
1973, he was a Cabinet minis-
ter, and one of Indira Gandhi's
most-trusted lieutenants.

 He became India’s youngest
finance minister in 1982 at the
age of 47. 

 In 2004, Mukherjee won a Lok
Sabha seat, when the Congress-
led United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) came to power. Under PM
Manmohan Singh, he held a num-
ber of key Cabinet portfolios —
defence (2004–06), external
affairs (2006–09) and finance
(2009–12)

Mukherjee served as India's
President till 2017, and retired
from politics the same year,
citing health reasons. TNN
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02 READ. PLAY. LEARN
“Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”

GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET

GEOGRAPHY TEST
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I
t is that time of the year when we express how much we adore,
appreciate, and acknowledge our beloved mentors. To mark the
happy occasion, we have got a series of contests for YOU

Teacher's

Day
Teacher's

Day
Celebration Weekend 

awaits you
Celebration Weekend 

awaits you

Sketch your mentor

2 We know you can’t get
enough of your teach-

ers, so why not turn their
image into an artwork?
Send us the sketches of
your favourite teachers
and get a chance to be
featured on the TIMES NIE
online edition, and toistudent.com

Selfie with my teacher

3 When did you take a selfie with
your teacher last? The selfie

with an honest and
heartwarming cap-
tion will win this one.   

The sound of gratitude

1 Create a rap song to pay
tribute to your teachers.

We give you first TWO lines,
add two more, and
make a chain
reaction of LOVE
AND MUSIC. Here
it goes...
➤ You taught
me love...
➤ You taught
me patience...
➤ You taught
me hard work..
➤ Discipline with ‘
some quirk... 

Send us your entries at 
toinie175@gmail/ timesnie175@gmail

Last date of entry:
September 3, 2020,

5pm

#WakandaForever
LINES THAT CHADWICK

BOSEMAN LEFT US WITH

US actor Chadwick Boseman, best known for playing Black
Panther in the hit Marvel superhero franchise, died of cancer,
aged 43. These are excerpts from a Commencement Speech
that he delivered at the Howard University in 2018.

1Purpose
is an

essential
element of
you — it is
the reason
you are on
the planet
at this par-
ticular time
in history.

2Whatever you
choose for a

career path,
remember the
struggles along the
way are only 
meant to 
shape you 
for your 
purpose.

3Use your education
to improve the world

that you are entering.

4At times
you need

to get
knocked down
before you
realise what
you’re really
fighting
against.

5Press on with pride and
press on with purpose. 

HOMEMADE BALM 
for all aches and pains
O

ut of the many things, one good thing
that the pandemic has taught us is using
things already available at home and not
stepping out until absolutely necessary.

This has made most people turn towards natural
remedies for everyday small issues. 

But restricted movement during lockdown has
increased body pain among people. People
have been experiencing regular aches and
soreness due to the absence of exercise.
To relieve these aches and pains, here
is a simple DIY balm for quick
relief. Try it out.

HOW TO MAKE
Take three teaspoons of
beeswax (easily available
online) and mix it with four
teaspoons of coconut oil.
Heat it in the microwave so that
beeswax and coconut oil are mixed well.

Add a few drops of any essential oil to the 
mixture after taking out beeswax blend from
the microwave.
Stir the mixture and transfer it
to a closed lid container.
You can store the mixture

in the fridge once it cools
down.

HOW TO USE
Let the mixture
cool down com-
pletely and then
apply it on the area
where it’s aching.

However, do a patch
test first before applying

the balm on the bigger surface
area (in case you are allergic to

any of the ingredients used). TNN

INGREDIENTS
Coconut oil,

Peppermint oil, Lavender
oil, Eucalyptus oil, 
Natural beeswax, 
A small box to 
store the balm

Quiz time
Q.1) Who directed the film

‘Little Buddha’?

A. Richard Attenborough 

B. Bernardo Bertolucci 

C. Ben Johnson D. Mani Kaul

Q.2) Who said the words: “I disap-

prove of what you say, but I’ll defend

to death your right to say it.”?

A. George Bernard Shaw

B. Lenin C. Voltaire 

D. Mahatma Gandhi

Q.3) The celebrated

novel ‘The Godfather'

was authored by

A. Harold Robbins  B. John

Milton  C. Victor Hugo  D. Mario Puzo

Q.4) Who is the author of the

book ‘The Future of Freedom’?

A. Richard Wolfee B. Peter Hudson 

C. Tamara Lipper D. Fareed Zakaria

Q.5) Who wrote the

book ‘Reminiscences

of the Nehru Age’?

A. CD Deshmukh  

B. P C Alexander 

C. M O Mathai  

D. S C Rajagopalachari

MIXED BAG

1. B) Bernardo Bertolucci 2. C) Voltaire 3. D) Mario Puzo

4. D) Fareed Zakaria 5. C) M O Mathai

A N S W E R S

COMMON GRAMMATICAL 
MISTAKES m

its
ak
es

CLIMACTIC/CLIMATIC
THE RULES:

HOW NOT TO DO IT:

■ ‘Climactic’ describes the high point, the most
intense part of a movie, play, song, or, well, 
anything.  
■ ‘Climatic’ refers to the climate.

■ I have seldom seen this climatic moment
staged to such haunting effect. 

1.

✘

HOW TO DO IT PROPERLY:
■ I have seldom seen this climactic moment
staged to such haunting effect. 
■ The world has been witnessing a lot of 
climatic changes of late. 

✔

IDIOM OF THE DAY
➤ To be on the same page/wavelength
Meaning: To be in agreement

LOCKDOWN DIY

BOOKS
THE MOVIES
THAT INSPIRED

HIS DARK MATERIALS Philip Pullman
Anyone who enters the enchanted world
where humans have animal ‘daemons’
and witches and magic are real will be
swept away. An intelligent trilogy about
knowledge, religion and liberty, hero-

ine Lyra also cap-
tivated moviego-
ers in 2007.

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSO-
PHER’S STONE JK Rowling
This is the first of the bestselling
books that went on to be a big
screen smash in 2001 – introduced
Harry, played by Daniel Radcliffe.
The magician is whisked off to Hogwarts School
of Witchcraft and Wizardry, where he forges
friendships and fulfils his destiny.

BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY’S
Truman Capote Audrey Hep-
burn immortalised Holly Go-
lightly in the 1961 film, but the
character made her debut in
this novel, set in
1943, in New York.
It is the story of a
writer fascinated
by his neighbour,
who relies on
her charm.

THE SPY WHO CAME IN
FROM THE COLD John le Carre

This former spy’s breakthrough featured
world-weary hero Alec Leamas – brilliantly

portrayed by Richard Burton in the 1965 film – as
a faux defector sent to East Germany to sow Cold War

disinformation. From the elegant prose to the intricate plot,
it’s hard to fault this su-
perb espionage classic.

Can You 
Think Of 
Other Books 
Adapted Into

Movies? 
Send Us Your List at 
timesnie175@gmail.com

THE GODFA-
THER Mario Puzo The 
author once said: “If I’d
known so many people
were going to read it, I

would have written it
better.” But the mil-
lions who enjoyed the
saga of the Corleone
Mafiosi family have no
complaints. It inspired
the 1972 crime movie
and several sequels
and is taut, turbulent
and powerful.


